UK Biocentre Celebrates a Decade of Pioneering Biomedical Research
January 2025 marks the 10th anniversary of UK Biocentre welcoming its first customer to its purpose-built facility in Milton Keynes.   Founded in 2011 as the service arm of UK Biobank, UK Biocentre was designed to serve as a biological sample processing and management facility to the international scientific community.  By 2014, UK Biocentre had established itself as a leader in sample management and high-throughput bioprocessing and the building of the facility in Milton Keynes was completed.  Over the past decade, UK Biocentre has been instrumental in supporting significant clinical research projects including Our Future Health, Grail and DecodeME.
Reflecting on this milestone, Phil Eeles, former Chief Operating Officer and a founding member, remarked:
"Happy Birthday, UK Biocentre! A lot has happened over the past 10 years, but the one constant is that UK Biocentre, through a talented team of Life Science professionals, continues to support and facilitate large-scale biomedical, pharmaceutical, and clinical studies, enabling life-changing research. It has been a privilege to be part of this incredible organisation, and under the expert stewardship of the current Senior Leadership Team, I have no doubt they will enjoy continued success for the next 10 years and beyond."
Since the beginning, UK Biocentre has achieved significant milestones.
In March 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic, UK Biocentre became the first Lighthouse Laboratory for NHS Test & Trace scheme. The organisation became a cornerstone of the UK’s pandemic response and by April 2020, it had rapidly expanded its facilities and workforce to accommodate the processing of over 10,000 samples every day. By June 2020, UK Biocentre had processed over 1,000,000 COVID-19 samples, a milestone celebrated by a visit from Prime Minister Boris Johnson.  In October 2020, the organisation achieved ISO 15189 accreditation from UKAS, reaffirming its commitment to quality and excellence. This was followed by the attainment of ISO 9001 and ISO 27001 certifications, demonstrating dedication to robust data security to its partners.
More recently UK Biocentre has also received the prestigious Investors in People accreditation highlighting its commitment to fostering a supportive and empowering environment for its employees.
Today, UK Biocentre remains a critical partner in major research initiatives, including the national Our Future Health study. Its dedication to supporting transformative research and maintaining the highest standards of quality and innovation has solidified its place at the forefront of biomedical research.
Dr Tony Cox OBE, CEO of UK Biocentre, reflected on the organisation’s achievements:
"Reaching our 10th anniversary is a proud moment for everyone at UK Biocentre. Over the last decade, our dedicated team has played a crucial role in enabling groundbreaking research and supporting public health efforts, including our vital contributions during the COVID-19 pandemic. As we look to the future, we remain committed to driving innovation and delivering excellence, ensuring that UK Biocentre continues to be a cornerstone of life-changing research for years to come."
As a not-for-profit organisation, UK Biocentre reinvests all revenue into advancing its operations and capabilities.  Investment in cutting edge technology and being at the forefront of scientific development is key with a new BioArc™ Flex from Azenta Life Sciencesabout to go live in Milton Keynes, and the recent announcement of the purchase of the UK’s first BioArc™ Ultra™ , due to go online in 2026.  With a decade of remarkable achievements, UK Biocentre continues to provide end-to-end solutions - from sample collection to processing and long-term storage - enabling researchers to make life-changing discoveries.

About UK Biocentre:
UK Biocentre is a respected leader in high-throughput end-to-end sample processing and automated sample storage. Supporting large-scale biomedical, pharmaceutical, and clinical studies, enabling life-changing research in the academic, commercial and biotech communities. The company is currently working on projects that are trying to understand more about ME, leukaemia, cancer and acute pancreatitis and also on Our Future Health, one of the UK’s largest ever health research projects.
For further information about UK Biocentre please visit www.ukbiocentre.com.
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